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Terry’s Letter 
I am writing this letter before the 

beginning of Lent which begun on 

Wednesday 14th February with 

Ash Wednesday. The service that 

day reminds us that we begin a 

journey with Jesus for forty days 

up to Easter. 

During Lent we have some 

special services. On Sunday 11th 

March we will be holding our 

Mothering Sunday service at 

10 am. This is always a lovely 

service when we give thanks for 

our Mothers and children are able 

to give their mums a bunch of 

flowers. During the service all of 

us have an opportunity to thank 

our mums whether they have died 

or are still alive. I do hope you 

can attend. 

On Sunday 25th March we will 

have a special service at 10 am to 

mark Palm Sunday. We will begin 

our service on The Green and 

then walk in silence into the 

church. During the service we will 

hear the story of the Passion 

Dramatized. Our choir will sing 

Passion anthems. 

Please look at the services on 

every day of Holy week both in 

the morning or evening which you 

will find on page 20. 

Then there is Easter Sunday 1st 

April, with all the joy of a risen 

Jesus as he conquers death. 

Easter is about new starts, new 

life, new birth. This is often 

symbolised with images of eggs 

and chicks. We give and receive 

Easter eggs and maybe cards 

with pictures of spring sunshine or 

new-born chicks. But Easter isn’t 

really about eggs or chicks. It’s 

about Jesus! The real reason that 

we think about new life at Easter 

is because Jesus, who was 

crucified on that first Good Friday, 

rose to new life on the first Easter 

Sunday. This is not just a 

wonderful story, it’s an historical 

fact. Jesus’ body was never found 

and his resurrection never 

disproved. This was despite the 

best efforts of the mighty Roman 

Empire and the committed and 

powerful Jewish leaders to 

destroy the early church and 

discredit their belief. The early 

disciples were changed from a 

frightened and disillusioned group 

to men who stood up against the 

authorities and eventually gave 

their lives for what they believed – 

for what they knew to be true – 

that Jesus came back to life on 

Easter Sunday. New life for Jesus 

leading to new life in his disciples. 

New starts that make my recent 

changes seem trivial! 

The impacts of what happened 

that first Easter are still relevant 

today. When Jesus died and rose, 

he did it for us. He offers us new 

life, eternal life, with him; life that 

starts now, but continues beyond 
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this life. Now that is worth 

celebrating! 

I hope you have a wonderful 

Easter. I hope you get to eat 

some Easter eggs – but not too 

many! I hope you enjoy a break 

from work and some quality time 

with family and friends. But more 

than all of this, I hope you spend 

some time thinking about the real 

meaning of Easter, Jesus’ 

resurrection. I hope you spend 

some time thinking about the 

possibilities of a new life for 

yourself, starting now and 

continuing into eternity. 

If you would like to talk about 

Easter or anything else, I would 

love to meet with you – please get 

in touch. 

I hope you will join us on Easter 

Sunday to celebrate the 

resurrection of Jesus, that you will 

be filled with joy no matter what 

your circumstances, no matter 

what you face. Rejoice and sing 

as we celebrate how Jesus still 

changes lives today. 

Happy Easter. 

Front Cover  

The picture comes from a painting 

hanging in the entrance lobby of 

The Hayes Conference Centre in 

Swanwick. It was painted by 

William Mather. 

South Woodham Amateur Theatre Society (SWATS)  
are delighted to present their production of Jekyll & Hyde, by Leonard H 

Caddy, based on the original story by Robert Louis Stevenson. This 

version stays true to the classic tale, showing the battle between good and 

evil within the mind of Henry Jekyll, and the effect it has on those close to 

him. The show will be performed at South Woodham Village Hall from 

14th - 16th March, starting at 8 pm.  

Tickets are £8 (£7 concessions), and can be purchased online from 

www.theswats.org.uk/next-production/tickets, or by calling 07531 471072. 
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With Fairtrade 

you have the 

power to 

change the 

world every 

day. With 

simple 

shopping 

choices you can get farmers a 

better deal. And that means they 

can make their own decisions, 

control their futures and lead the 

dignified life everyone deserves. 

What Fairtrade does: 

Fairtrade sets standards: 

Fairtrade social, economic and 

environmental standards that are 

set for both companies and the 

farmers and workers who grow 

the food we love. For farmers and 

workers the standards include 

protection of workers’ rights and 

the environment; for companies 

they include the payment of the 

Fairtrade Minimum Price and an 

additional Fairtrade Premium to 

invest in business or community 

projects of the community’s 

choice. 

Fairtrade certifies products and 

ingredients: We independently 

check that our standards have 

been met by the farmers, workers 

and companies that are part of 

products’ supply chains. And in 

order to reassure consumers that 

this has happened, we license the 

use of the FAIRTRADE Mark on 

products and packaging to signal 

this. When all the ingredients that 

can be Fairtrade in a product are, 

the product carries this Mark. 

Saturday 3rd March 

10 am – 12 noon  

Fair Trade Coffee morning at 

Howe Green URC 

Saturday 10th March 

Fair Trade Wine and Cheese 

evening 

7.30pm in St. Andrew’s Room. 

Please sign list on welcome table 

in church if you wish to attend. 

Terry 

 

Saturday 21st April 8:30 am 

Speaker Rev Suzy 

Edmundson 

Butts Green Garden Centre. 

Book you place on the list on 

the welcome table at the back 

of the church or telephone 

Janet on 01245 472997 by 

16th April 
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Sandon WI 

At the December meeting Sandon 

WI were beautifully entertained by 

pupils from Baddow Hall School, 

with Carols and Christmas songs, 

some of which we joined in. 

Members brought gifts which we 

wrapped and which were given to 

Broomfield Hospital. 

2018 is Sandon’s big birthday 

year, 100 years old. We have 

many extra events planned as 

well as our monthly meetings. The 

January meeting set the scene 

with some of our members 

recreating a committee meeting of 

long ago. It’s amazing that some 

of the things Sandon WI have 

done in the past, we still do today, 

except that is collecting rosehips 

and herbs, or dusting the hall 

after the meeting. Snippets of 

newspaper articles about Sandon 

WI were read out and we learnt 

that in 1924 the president, Mrs 

Heigham was summonsed to 

court for presenting stage plays in 

the hut which didn’t hold a license 

for such activities. The fine was 

reduced from £10 to £1 due to the 

good work that Mrs Heigham and 

the WI did for the life of Sandon 

village.  

We met on the very cold 

afternoon of the 8th for their 

February meeting.  Members had 

enjoyed the extra workshop last 

month on sugar craft and a cake 

has been donated by the tutor to 

be raffled at the Valentines coffee 

morning on 15th February. 

This month’s speaker was Karen 

Haddock, who told us that the 

painter Rembrant painted 70 self 

portraits. Sadly we didn’t have 

time to see them all but with 

slides Karen compared several of 

them and gave us many 

interesting insights of the painter 

and his life. 

The Craft group are meeting on 

22nd February in St Andrews room 

and those who are coming were 

asked to bring a piece of green 

fabric with them.  We hope to 

make a new table cloth for our 

welcome table with each member 

embroidering their name on a leaf 

to assemble a tree.  This will be a 

permanent reminder of our 100th 

year as a WI. 

The March main meeting will be a 

talk by our president about her 

wonderful holiday in the Antarctic 

and sleeping out on the ice! This 

will take place at Sandon Village 

Hall at 1.30 pm on 8th March and 

we would welcome any new 

visitors who would like to get to 

know us better. .  

Dorothy Gray 

01245 223609  
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Sound too good to be true? 

Here’s how… 

Did you know that you can 

support St Andrews Church 

simply by shopping online? In the 

past few years I have raised over 

£200 for local charities of my 

choice, simply by clicking on the 

Easyfundraising website before 

making online purchases. (You 

can get there from the Sandon 

church website,  

sandon-church.info) 

Every time you shop online via 

Easyfundraising at one of 3,300 

retailers including M&S, Amazon, 

EBay, John Lewis, Sainsbury’s 

and Aviva, a donation will be 

made to St Andrew’s and it won’t 

cost you a penny extra. 

It’s really easy to get started;  

Go to 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/

causes/standrewssandon/   

& sign up for free! 

Your donations will be collected 

by Easyfundraising and 

automatically sent to St Andrew’s. 

It couldn’t be easier! 

There are no catches or hidden 

charges and St Andrew’s will be 

really grateful for your donations. 

We already have 5 people signed 

up but we’d like to see that 

figure.. double, treble or even 

quadruple. You can even 

encourage family and friends to 

raise money for us too. 

Go on, give it a try – it’s quite 

addictive once you start. 

Thank you in advance for your 

support. Alison Read 

Easyfundraising ‘campaigner’ 

Help us raise money for St Andrew’s..  
for free & without even leaving your home! 

St Andrew’s Church  

will be delighted to receive donations for Easter Lilies and flowers. If you 

wish to have flowers included in the Easter arrangements in memory of 

loved ones, please contact Judy Cecil, Michael Puffett (Church Wardens) 

or Janet Underwood in church. Alternatively a box containing request 

forms, memorial cards and envelopes for this is situated on the 

information table. Completed requests should be posted in the wall box. 

The minimum donation for flowers is £3.00. 

Memorial cards will be displayed amongst the flower arrangements and 

you are invited to view the flowers on Easter Sunday and Monday (1st and 

2nd April). Tea and coffee will be available from 2 pm until 4 pm on both 

days.  Lesley Worboys 
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Established in 2006 as a 
subsidiary of Edmund Carr 

Chartered Accountants,  
we offer independent 
financial advice on the 

following: 

 Life Assurance/Protection/Income Replacement Cover 

 Pensions and Retirement Planning 

 Investments 

 Inheritance Tax Planning  

For more information or to arrange a free initial consultation  
please contact us on 01245 294900 or advice@ecfsltd.co.uk 

www.ecfsltd.co.uk 

122 New London Road, Chelmsford, Essex CM2 0RG 

A Big Thank You 
I would like to thank everyone who made my big November birthday so 

memorable. At our Patronal festival service in December, I was presented, 

by the Mayor, with a framed personal message from the Archdeacon of 

Chelmsford, which I shall treasure. In addition, the members of the choir 

organised, in my honour, a stunning flower arrangement on the south  

window ledge (shown below) and the font. Thank you everyone.  

Ron Woods 
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Bu�s Green 

Garden Centre 

& Café 
Mayes Lane 

CM2 7RW 

Gifts - Plants - Food 

Open 9:30 am till 5:00 pm 

Tel: 01245 223524 

for reservations 

Farming Today 

Another year has started after a 

fairly wet winter. All the Autumn 

sown crops look well, and where 

they may look a bit backward, 

they will all be transformed with 

the first top dressing of 

nitrogenous fertiliser. At the 

moment the land with the arable 

crops is too wet to carry 

machinery, but nitrogen can soon 

be put on grassland to encourage 

early growth for the sheep to 

graze. 

All the ewes are now in the 

lambing sheds, and will start 

lambing within a few days. 

They have all been scanned for 

pregnancy, and they will be 

producing 228% lambs. Those 

that produce triplets will have one 

taken away and either put with a 

ewe that has produced a single 

lamb or if not available put on a 

machine which produces milk ad 

lib 24 hours a day. 

The sheep have been feeding on 

turnips in the field the latter part of 

the winter, and now that they 

have been finished the land will 

be sprayed for grass weeds and 

then ploughed ready for sowing 

spring barley, as soon as land 

conditions permit, which hopefully 

will be sold for malting. 

The machinery has been got 

ready for another year. The 

sprayers have been tested and 

granted their annual certificates 

The combine has been serviced 

and is now ready for harvest 

when it comes. All the public 

footpaths, of which there are 

many, have been sprayed to keep 

them clear for walkers. Hedge 

cutting is now complete until the 

autumn. It is now illegal to cut 

farm hedges between 31 January 

and September. 

In conjunction with the Essex 

Wildlife Trust, 650 metres of new 

hedging has been planted on field 

boundaries. 

We trust that we are ready for any 

new challenges that will occur. 

Gillian Speakman. 
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What do You Want?  
250 in Church? 
Richard Cecil wonders 

Recently it was told in church that 

a lady was visiting the churchyard 

in Sandon. As, I believe often 

happens, she was engaged in 

conversation by a member of the 

church during the course of which 

she asked, “How is it that we get 

250 to church each Sunday but 

you (i.e. Sandon) do not?” A 

question that was then put to a 

wider church group with the 

challenge that perhaps we should 

think about this and indeed ask 

ourselves that question. 

Well I did go away and wonder for 

several days, on and off. And I am 

now writing this the best part of a 

week later following a number of 

conversations and events in 

between which have, I trust, 

helped to clarify my thinking. 

Initially the question did not sit 

easily. Was this to somehow 

diminish what we do? After all if 

we are part of the body of Christ 

and so is the ‘big’ church, why are 

they not helping and perhaps 

sending folk our way. Are they 

gloating and are we jealous? 

Some people talk a lot about 

different seasons so perhaps it is 

our season to plant and theirs to 

reap. Or to look at it another way 

perhaps it is the way the Spirit of 

God is blowing. It is His privilege 

to blow as He wills. John 3:8 has 

Jesus saying that, “The wind 

blows wherever it pleases. You 

hear its sound, but you cannot tell 

where it comes from or where it is 

going. So it is with everyone born 

of the Spirit.” So perhaps they are 

in the wind of the Spirit and not 

us. 

Still the sense of competitiveness 

does not seem quite right. Is there 

another way in which the question 

should be addressed? Is it even 

the right question to focus on? 

Over the last few years a number 

of folk have come and gone to 

Sandon. It is possible that some 

have been turned away by 

careless, perhaps thoughtless, or 

even inappropriate comments. 

We need to be alert to that, of 

course. But others have come 

and gone and, I believe, we have 

helped them whilst they were with 

us. But circumstances mean they 

must go on their way. They were 

not and were never going  to stay 

with us. A restaurant owner 

should not be surprised if their 

clientele leave after the meal. 

They have been given a service 

and that was always the 

expectation. So it is with us for 

some of the people who come to 

Sandon church. 
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But what do we really want? Is it 

more people in church? What do 

we really love? This last question 

was the title of a talk in our 

daughter, Helen’s, church in 

Cambridge when we went to visit 

her. The focus was on Jeremiah 

10:1-16 and a young man, Andy, 

explained it with a calm passion. 

What gets in the way of our prime 

focus on God? Whatever it is 

amounts to our idol. 

These may be good things in 

themselves. Perhaps our family, 

our spouse, our career, our 

ministry in the church, our money 

or appearance, reputation and 

many other things besides. But 

ahead of God they are 

problematic. In many of our 

services we precede the 

confession by reminding 

ourselves of the greatest 

commandments using words that 

seem to be from the gospel 

according to Mark chapter 12 

verses 29-31. ‘The most 

important one,’ answered Jesus, 

‘is this: “Hear, O Israel: the Lord 

our God, the Lord is one. Love 

the Lord your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul and 

with all your mind and with all 

your strength.” The second is this: 

“Love your neighbour as 

yourself.” There is no 

commandment greater than 

these.’ 

So might it be that striving for 250 

in church could be an ‘idol’. Might 

it be that focussing more on God 

Himself, might result in 250 in 

church but it is not the primary 

aim. Of course we are also given 

a great commission to go and 

make disciples. Discipleship 

however is more than being in 

church on a Sunday. I would 

suggest it is a sacrificial following 

of Jesus day in day out. May we 

continue to focus on that. 

Sunday 11th March 

Mothering Day Service 10am 

An open invitation to all for 

our special Mothering 

Sunday Family Service. 

Please join us to celebrate 

and give thanks for our 

Mum’s and all that they do 

for us. 

Please support this service 

where we remember our 

Mothers and children receive 

flowers for their mothers. 
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Men’s Breakfast  
Rev Dr Need’s Visit 
There was a very low turnout but 

this was an excellent talk about 

the situation of Christians living in 

the Holy Land at this difficult time. 

Steven had been living for 10 

years in Jerusalem up to 5 years 

ago. During this time he was 

running the Anglican St George’s 

College for part of the time as a 

teacher, raising money locally and 

then taking organised groups of 

pilgrims around the local and 

nearby country sites. 

Recently there has been a 

significant drop in the numbers of 

local Christians remaining in the 

Holy Land and this has been seen 

across all of the 13 Christian 

denominations. A breakdown of 

the current Christian populations 

in Israel, The West Bank and 

Gaza is shown below. 

Israel Jews 6 mil l ion, 

Palestinians 1 million 

West Bank Palestinians 2.4 

millions, Israeli Settlers: 500,000 

Gaza Palestinians 1.4 mil lion, 

Christians circa 150,000 = c1.25 

% of the whole population = 

c2.5% of Palestinian population. 

Christian Groups in the Holy 

Land Greek Orthodox, Roman 

Catholic or Latin Catholic, 

Armenian Orthodox, Coptic 

Orthodox, Ethiopian Orthodox, 

Syrian Orthodox, Armenian 

Catholic, Coptic Catholic, Syrian 

Catholic, Maronite, Melchite or 

Greek Catholic, Anglican, 

Lutheran. In addition there are 

others: Baptist, Seventh Day 

Adventist: Presbyterian and 

Messianic Jews.  

I had little realised that there were 

such a huge number of different 

Christian believers! 

Apparently as long as you do not 

attempt to convert Israelis you are 

OK as a Christian to live in Israel! 

Steven advised that the best way 

of getting to know the Christians 

is to walk around the Old City 

where 40,000 people are 

squeezed in. Most Christians’ 

ancestors went there originally in 

the 4th century. 

In the 19th century Queen Victoria 

and the King of Prussia thought 

that there should be a protestant 
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existence in the Holy Land so in 

1841 they set up Christchurch, 

the first Anglican Church. 

Anglican Bishops alternated with 

Lutheran. First was Bishop 

Alexander and then Samuel 

Gobatz. Their purpose was to 

convert the local Jews but they 

did not succeed! They were better 

at converting local Christians from 

other denominations for example 

Greek Orthodox primarily as the 

new Anglicans offered more 

education. Today there exists 

local Anglican Palestinian 

Christian Arabs (eg Arab 

Anglicanism). The Lutherans split 

and went their own ways. So 

ultimately the State of Israel 

recognises 13 different Christian 

Churches. However the future for 

Christians is a bit bleak and they 

are a diminishing population as a 

percentage- must be that all the 

young people are on their smart 

phones all day- as here?! 

David Farrar 

In the back pew at St. Andrew’s 

we have a plastic box where we 

collect food for the Foodbank. If 

you could place something from 

time to time in the box we will 

take it to the Foodbank store. 

Here are items which would help. 

There is an urgent need for men’s 

toiletries. 

Also needed  

Food items 

UHT Milk 

Jars of coffee 

Long Life fruit juice 

Tins of Ham 

Jam 

Personal items 

Men’s Toiletries (urgent) 

Washing up liquid 

Nappies, all sizes 

Washing powder 

Ladies toiletries 

Toilet rolls 

Monday 23rd April 

St George’s Day 3 pm 

Tea and cake  

at Howe Green URC 

Please come and join us 
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Jeans instead of 
vestments? 

Have you noticed any local clergy 

dressing more informally in recent 

months?  (Probably not, but be on 

the look out!) If so, there is a good 

reason for it:   

C of E clergy were given the go-

ahead last year to choose 

whether or not to disregard their 

robes, and dress down for 

services, after a vote by General 

Synod. 

That means that if the vicar wants 

to wear jeans when leading a 

service, the Church of England 

will no longer object.   

It is believed by some that such a 

change can help the Church by 

‘reflecting the way society has 

gone in the way of informality’, 

according to one vicar. 

Christenings or 
Weddings  

St. Andrews Church 
Sandon 

Contact  
Revd. Terry Brown  
on 01245 698988  

or  
email tgabrown@hotmail.com 

Sunday 13th 

May 10 am 

Rogation 

Sunday 

Church 

Parade at 

‘Cherries 

Barn’ 

courtesy of 

the Richard 

Speakman. 

Come and see the sheep in 

their pen. Ideal for children.  

You will find the barn off the 

Main Road (A414) by Hulls 

Lane. BRING A FOLD UP 

CHAIR if you wish; bales will 

also be available. 

There are refreshments after 

the service with homemade 

cake. 
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Affordable Health Care 

A man suffered a heart attack and 

had open heart bypass surgery. 

He awoke from the surgery to find 

himself in the care of nuns. As he 

was recovering, a nun asked him 

questions regarding how he was 

going to pay for their services. He 

was asked if he had health 

insurance. He replied, in a raspy 

voice, "No health insurance." The 

nun asked if he had money in the 

bank. He replied, "No money in 

the bank." The nun asked, "Do 

you have a relative who could 

help you?" He said, "I only have a 

spinster sister, who is a nun." The 

nun got a little perturbed and 

announced loudly. "Nuns are not 

spinsters! Nuns are married to 

God." The patient replied, "That's 

right! Send the bill to my brother-

in-law." 

Poppy Appeal and  
The Children’s Society 
Eileen Bartrup writes 

The Poppy Appeal was collected 

by Brenda Moyse collecting from 

Hall Lane, Brook View and Cards 

Road and Eileen Bartrup 

collecting from The Lintons, 

Gablesfield and The Green. They 

collected £137.18 and £106.81 

respectively. 

The Children’s Society Boxes 

collected contained £172.00. 

Thank you to all who contributed,   

Thank you Eileen and Brenda too 

for your efforts. 

Saturday 16th June 8:30 am 

Speaker Rev Anne Harvey 

Butts Green Garden Centre. 

Book you place on the list on 

the welcome table at the back 

of the church or telephone 

Janet on 01245 472997 by 

11th June 
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Petrol Station Wisdom 
A filling station has become quite 

a landmark in Gauteng, South 

Africa (between Pretoria and 

Johannesburg) with its daily 

Petrol Pump Wisdom, which are 

uplifting quotes written on a 

chalkboard. Some motorists say 

they deliberately travel this route 

just to read the quote which 

brightens their day. Here’s a 

selection. 

The lady behind this wonderful 

initiative at Hutton Hyde Park is 

Alison Billett. She says, “We 

inherited the board when we 

bought the filling station 20 years 

ago. We continued the tradition 

and it has become a landmark.” 
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Howe Green URC 
Thanks to all who came to our 

Christmas Carols. We had a 

splendid evening and raised £75 

for Little Havens Children’s 

Hospice. They have replied with a 

most appreciative letter and 

thanks for our continued support. 

We have our usual events coming 

up for Fairtrade fortnight and this 

year we are also having a St 

George’s Day Tea. The details will 

be in this magazine and else 

where so do come and join us. 

We are continuing the process of 

looking for a minister for the 

Church, who we will be sharing 

with Great Baddow URC and 

Christ Church in Chelmsford. On 

20th May as it is our Church 

Anniversary we are meeting at 

11.00 a.m. for a special service. 

However in other months we still 

have a service at the Chapel on 

the third Sunday afternoon (at 

4:00 pm) either Café Church, or 

sometimes a more traditional 

service, which you are all 

welcome to share with us. Over 

the Easter period we hope to join 

with some services at St. 

Andrews.  Pam Knott 
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St Andrew's, Sandon 
www.sandon-church.info 

Contributions or requests for the 

next publication should be sent to 

magazine@sandon-church.info or 

Richard Cecil, Chestnut Cottage, 

CM2 7RN by the 10th May for 

editing and thence publication 

prior to the next quarter, June to 

August. 

From the Registers 

We welcomed into the Church 

of God 

Daisy Rose Cayless 

  16th December 

We commended into God’s 

care: 

At the burial of the ashes of: 

At the funeral of: 

Beryl Parker  29th January 

In Memoriam 
No deaths were recorded on the 

Sandon War Memorial in this 

period. But the Great War is not 

yet over and folk must be heartily 

weary of it by now.  

Kevin Willmott MIPTI 

(IRMT & VTCT dips) 

Experienced mobile massage 

therapist with longstanding 

Sandon and Danbury clientele. 

Tel: 01206 331529 

Mobile: 07792 221975 

www.townandcountrymassage.co.uk 

Sandon Neighbourhood Development Plan 
There is a group in Sandon starting the process of making a 

Neighbourhood Development Plan. We will be sending out a questionnaire 

at the end of February to every house in the village. 

It asks for your thoughts about the village and about future housing which 

will be needed in this area to accommodate people wanting to live and 

work in this wonderful part of the country. 

You can respond to the questionnaire using the paper version and posting 

it back in the stamped addressed envelope when completed, or you can 

respond electronically as outlined in the questionnaire. 

It will only take a few minutes and you could win a £50 prize. Judy Cecil 
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Church Services   St. Andrew's, Sandon  

March   

Thursday 1st  8:30 am Morning Prayer at Little Baddow 

Saturday 3rd  10:00 am Fair Trade Coffee morning  

   at Howe Green URC till noon 

Sunday 4th  Third Sunday of Lent 

 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 

Tuesday 6th  9:30 am Holy Communion 

Thursday 8th  8:30 am Morning Prayer at East Hanningfield 

Saturday 10th  7:30 pm Fair Trade Wine and Cheese evening  

 St Andrew's Room, Please sign list on welcome  

   table in church if you wish to attend 

Sunday 11th  Fourth Sunday of Lent 

 8:00 am Holy Communion 

 10:00 am Mothering Sunday Family Service 

Tuesday 13th  9:30 am Holy Communion 

Thursday 15th  8:30 am Morning Prayer  

   at South Woodham Ferrers 

Sunday 18th  Passion Sunday 

 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 

 4:00 pm Traditional Service,  

  Howe Green URC 

Tuesday 20th  9:30 am Holy Communion 

Thursday 22nd  8:30 am Morning Prayer  

  at Downham 

Sunday 25th  Palm Sunday 

 10:00 am Sung Eucharist We will meet on  

 The Green at 9.50am and then process into church 

Monday 26th  9:30 am Morning Prayer 

 7:30 pm Stations of the Cross 

Tuesday 27th  9:30 am Holy Communion 

 7:00 pm Come Dine with Me Passover Meal 
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Wednesday 28th  9:30 am Morning Prayer 

 7:30 pm Stations of the Cross 

Thursday 29th  Maundy Thursday 

 9:30 am Celtic Morning Prayer 

 11:00 am Chrism Service, Chelmsford Cathedral 

 7:30 pm Sung Eucharist then stripping of Altars 

 & meditation in Church and by Watch till 11:30 pm 

Friday 30th  Good Friday 

 9:30 am Morning Prayer & Stations of the cross 

 11:00 am United Service in City High Street 

 2:00 pm Last hour by the Cross 

April 

Sunday 1st  Easter Day 

 8:00 am Holy Communion 

 8:45 am Easter Breakfast - All welcome 

 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 

 11:30 am Easter Egg Hunt 

 4:00 pm Easter Sunday Tea and worship  

   at Howe Green URC 

Tuesday 3rd  9:30 am Holy Communion 

Thursday 5th  8:30 am Morning Prayer at Sandon 

Sunday 8th  Easter 2 

 8:00 am No Service 

 10:00 am Family Service 

Tuesday 10th  9:30 am Holy Communion 

Thursday 12th  8:30 am Morning Prayer  

   at South Woodham Ferrers 

Sunday 15th  Easter 3 

 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 

Tuesday 17th  9:30 am Holy Communion 

Thursday 19th  8:30 am Morning Prayer at Little Baddow 

Sunday 22nd  Easter 4 

 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
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Monday 23rd  St George's Day 

 3:00 pm Tea at Howe Green URC 

Tuesday 24th  9:30 am Holy Communion 

Thursday 26th  8:30 am Morning Prayer at East Hanningfield 

Sunday 29th  Easter 5 

 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 

May 

Tuesday 1st  9:30 am Holy Communion 

Thursday 3rd  8:30 am Morning Prayer at Woodham Ferrers 

Sunday 6th  Easter 6 

 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 

Tuesday 8th  9:30 am Holy Communion 

Thursday 10th  Ascension Day 

 8:30 am Morning Prayer at Downham 

 7:30 pm Compass Churches Sung Eucharist  

   at Sandon 

Sunday 13th  Rogation Sunday 

 8:00 am Holy Communion 

 10:00 am Rogation Service at Cherries Farm 

Tuesday 15th  9:30 am Holy Communion 

Thursday 17th  8:30 am Morning Prayer at Danbury 

Sunday 20th  Pentecost 

 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 

 11:00 am Anniversary Communion Service  

   at Howe Green URC 

Tuesday 22nd  9:30 am Holy Communion 

Thursday 24th  8:30 am Morning Prayer at Sandon 

Sunday 27th  Trinity Sunday 

 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 

Tuesday 29th  9:30 am Holy Communion 

Thursday 31st  8:30 am Morning Prayer  

   at South Woodham Ferrers  
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Sandon Garden  
Allotment Association 
After the sad closure of the 

Sandon Garden and Allotment 

Association in 2013, regretfully, 

due to the unsustainable falling 

membership, the Committee 

formed a group of Trustees in 

order to enable us to finalise the 

Club accounts as required, and to 

subsequently close our Bank 

accounts. We were left with a sum 

of money which enabled us to 

purchase a wooden bench and 

plaque commemorating the 

Garden and Allotment 

Association, and which, with the 

permission of the Parish Council, 

is erected around one of the three 

oak trees on The Green, and 

which we hope you like as much 

as we do. 

We were also able to make 

several donations on the 

members' behalf, mostly to the 

youth organisations in the Village, 

and subsequently to a small 

number of other national (but 

where possible, local) 

organisations. The recipients are 

listed below:- 

Tiny Tots  

Beavers  

Cubs  

Scouts  

Brownies  

Guides  

Sandon Village Hall  

Essex Air Ambulance  

First Responders  

Farleigh Hospice  

Little Havens Hospice  

J's Hospice  

McMillan  

Great Ormond Street Hospital 

Coral Mann and Genda Wright 

Trustee Secretary  

and Trustee Treasurer 

Saturday 24th March  

10am – 12noon  

Quiet Morning in Church in 

preparation for Holy Week 

Followed by Lent Lunch 

Noon to 1:30pm in St. 

Andrew’s Room 

You are asked to give 

donations towards the 

Bishop’s Lent appeal. 
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The Claydon Clinic 

Physiotherapy 

Sports Injury Rehabilitation 

Acupuncture 

Pilates 

www.theclaydonclinic.com 

Tel/fax 01245 401255 

Email. theclaydonclinic@btinternet.com 

Old Southend Rd,  

Howe Green CM2 7TB 

From Open Doors 

Over 200 million Christians 

around the World are persecuted 

because of their faith. 

They are beaten, killed, forcibly 

detained, their churches and 

homes bombed and burned, their 

children abducted. They are 

oppressed, marginalised, denied 

education or job opportunities, 

labouring under the burden of 

relentless surveillance, unjust 

laws and endless discrimination. 

The Open Doors World Watch 

List shows the 50 countries where 

Christians face the most extreme 

persecution. For over 60 years, 

Open Doors has been on the 

ground with persecuted 

Christians. In over 50 countries 

around the world, our 

underground networks are 

equipping them with Bibles and 

training, providing them with 

practical and spiritual support, 

and sharing their lives. It is this 

first-hand knowledge and 

experience that makes the World 

Watch List such a unique window 

into the world of persecuted 

Christians. 

What is Christian persecution? 

Open Doors understands 

persecution as ‘any hostility 

experienced as a result of one's 

identification with Christ.’ Hostility, 

of course, takes many forms, from 

insults and abuse, to 

discrimination in education and 

the workplace, to outright 

violence. Open Doors 

researchers characterise the 

different types as between being 

‘smash’ and ‘squeeze’. When it 

comes to killing off people’s faith, 

we might say it’s the difference 

beaten to death and being 

suffocated. 

Christians are ‘smashed’ through 

violence or aggression - rapes, 

kidnappings, forcible evictions, 

killings and church burnings. This 

kind of persecution is most visible 

to the outside world. But the 

majority of persecuted Christians 

are being ‘squeezed’ to death. 

They live in societies where 

everything is against them - the 

law, the government, the media, 

even their own families. 
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Learned from Noah's Ark 
1. Plan ahead. It wasn't raining 

when Noah built the ark. 

2. Stay fit. When you're 600 years 

old, someone might ask you to 

do something REALLY big. 

3. Don't listen to critics—do what 

has to be done. 

4. Build on high ground. 

5. For safety's sake, travel in 

pairs. 

6. Two heads are better than one. 

7. Speed isn't always an 

advantage. The cheetahs were 

on board, but so were the 

snails. 

8. Take care of your animals as if 

they were the last ones on 

earth. 

9. Don't forget that we're all in the 

same boat. 

10.When the doo-doo gets really 

deep, don't sit there and 

complain—shovel. 

11.Stay below deck during the 

storm. 

12.Remember that the ark was 

built by amateurs and the 

Titanic was built by 

professionals. 

13.If you have to start over, have 

a friend by your side. 

14.Remember that the 

woodpeckers INSIDE are often 

a bigger threat than the storm 

outside. 

15.Don't miss the boat. 

16.No matter how bleak it looks, 

there's always a rainbow on 

the other side. 

Flowers by Mary 
 Beautiful Floral designs 
 For home, office, weddings, 

anniversaries, birthdays etc. 
 Big or small occasions 
 Traditional to contemporary 

designs 
 Affordable prices 
 Free local delivery 
01245 477926 
07929 840631 
marymathew@btinternet.com 
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Compass Churches 
Commissioning Event 

On February 10th a number of 

Anglican churches met together 

with Archdeacon Elizabeth and 

Area Dean Tim Ball at St John’s, 

Danbury. Representatives came 

from Danbury St John, Little 

Baddow St Mary, Sandon St 

Andrew, East Hanningfield All 

Saints, West Hanningfield St 

Edward, Stock All Saints, 

Downham St Margaret with 

Ramsden Bellhouse, South 

Hanningfield St Peter, Woodham 

Ferrers St Mary and Bicknacre, 

and South 

Woodham Ferrers 

Holy Trinity 

After a welcome 

coffee or tea and 

introduction from 

the archdeacon, we spent an hour 

in parish/benefice teams 

recording the mission 

opportunities, resources and 

existing groups in our own 

parishes and then we moved 

round the room and looked at the 

corresponding information for the 

other parishes. 

There was plenty of discussion 

and sharing throughout the time. 

New friendships were made and 

older friendships renewed. 

We all chattered more over a 

‘bring and share’ lunch with drinks 

kindly provided by the St John’s 

helpers. 

At 1 pm we gathered in the 

church for the formal part of the 

day, the Commissioning of the 

Compass Churches, their Clergy 

and Lay leaders and council of 

representatives from the twelve 

churches. Visitors from two United 

Reformed Churches were 

welcomed. 

Before the new beginning though, 

there was a formal ending to the 

Chelmer Crouch Group of 

churches and a decommissioning 

of their banner. The new 

Compass churches banner was 

on show and will be moved 

around the churches. 

Then the service 

of music led by 

the St John’s 

choir, readings, 

sermon from the 

Archdeacon, 

prayers and formal words 

completed an exciting day as 

twelve churches in the 

Chelmsford South deanery came 

together as the Compass 

Churches. 

We hope to work to share 

expertise and resources and get 

to know each other better. 

I believe the first shared service 

will be on Ascension Day, 

Thursday May 10th at 7.30pm at 

St Andrew’s church Sandon. All 

are welcome to come along. 

Judy Cecil 
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Quiz Night 

Thank you all so much for 

enabling us to raise £744 for this 

year’s Charities on 27th January. 

We had two new volunteer Raffle 

ticket sellers this year. Claire and 

Sue did a brilliant job selling £263 

worth of tickets, probably a 

record! Also the donated prizes 

were numerous- so thank you all 

for giving them! Tickets sales 

were also good at £481. 

There were 11 teams of 6 – or 

thereabouts- competing in good 

humour over an 8 round contest. 

The result was a win for John 

Gruby’s team by 3 points from 

Genda’s team and then just 

another half point from Eileen 

Jink’s team. 

Questions and scoring by Terry 

and Caroline were as usual first 

rate; this was their 7th quiz 

officiating so far! 

Do you know the answers to the 

following for example: 

1. What is the sum of all of the 

internal angles of a hexagon? 

2. Who was the last person to 

knock out Mohammed Ali? 

3. What was the most popular car 

in the U.K. in the 1950’s? 

If so you should have been at the 

quiz!  

The winners were presented by 

Judy with a box of wine. 

Don’t miss the next quiz! 

David Farrar, Box Office. 

The Winners 

Second Place 

Third Place 
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Christmas Lunch 

Ron trains James 

James Housego has been starting to play the organ at Sandon under the 

guidance of Ron Woods. It is wonderful to see them both.  
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Saint Andrew’s Parish Church Contacts 

Priest-in-Charge 
Revd. Terry Brown* 

tgabrown@hotmail.com 
698988 

Church Wardens 
Judy Cecil* 

Michael Puffett* 

224747 

222066 

PCC Secretary Anna Cosby* 475680 

PCC Treasurer Nick Bobeldijk* 471756 

Safeguarding Children Alison Read* 474858 

Vulnerable Adults John Gruby* 476440 

Electoral Roll Liz Bobeldijk 471756 

Organist Ron Woods 268304 

Bell Ringing Richard Cecil 224747 

Tiny Tots Alison Read* 474858 

Magazine Editor Richard Cecil 224747 

Parochial Church  

Council Members 

as * above and Colin Bryan, David Farrar, 
Valerie Grimwood, Claire Jefferies,  

Christine Mennie, Dennis Terry  and Janet Terry  

Regular Activities 

2nd Sundays of the month  8:00 am Holy Communion (Traditional) 

  10:00 am Family Service 

Other Sundays  10:00 am Parish Eucharist 

Tuesdays  9:30 am Holy Communion 

  10:00 am Tea/Coffee and Chat 

  7:45 pm Bell Ringing Practice 

  1:00 pm Tiny Tots (term time only) 

Fridays  7.30 pm Choir Practice 
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Sandon Parish Contacts 

Howe Green URC  

 Pam Knott   471691 

Essex County Councillor 

 Ian Grundy - re-elected on 4th May 01277 840737 

Chelmsford City Councillors 

 Richard Ambor    222874  

 Bob Shepherd   b.shepherd@chelmsford.gov.uk 223709 

 Ian Wright   iwright2000@yahoo.com 226289 

Sandon Parish Council 

 Ron Bullus  r.bullus188@btinternet.com 473633 

 Cedric Calmeyer  cedhilcal@aol.com 478900 

 Martin Cross Vice-Chair martinkcross@gmail.com 478910 

 Rosemary Hoare  rosemaryhoare@aol.com 473974  

 Dee Hyatt  Chair  dee.hyatt@virgin.net 697015  

 Richard Mbonye  globetech846@gmail.com 476800 

 Ted Munt Clerk parishclerk@sandon.info 477111 

Sandon Village Hall 

 Julie Fisher  Chair  475976 

 Evelyn Ellis Vice-Chair  222682 

 Ray Kerslake Bookings  472386 

Uniformed Organisations’ Leaders 

 Jean Blake Group Scout 603155 

 Jane Ronaldson Girl Guides 07939 047987 

 Janet Bernardes Beavers  476830 

 Steve Eatly Cubs  07957 802898 

 Aimee Agombar Scouts  07549 206055 

 Charles Richardson Explorers 

Women's Institute 

 Dorothy Gray    223609 

Sandon Sports Club 

 Graham Lucas    283730 

Page 33 

Serves 6 

1 large (quiche size) sheet of 

shortcrust pastry 

25g butter 

2 small leeks, thinly sliced 

100g feta cheese, crumbled 

200ml double cream 

100ml milk 

2 eggs, plus 2 extra yolks. 

Preheat oven to 120ºC and 

grease a 23cm quiche dish or 

loose bottomed tart pan. Line it 

with the pastry, trimming any 

excess then chill for 15 minutes. 

Line the tart with baking paper 

and fill with pastry beans or raw 

rice to weigh the paper down. 

Cook for 10mins then remove the 

paper and weights. Cook for 

another 5 minutes or until golden. 

Do not let the edges burn. 

Meanwhile, melt butter in a large 

pan and cook the sliced leeks for 

3-4 minutes until soft, stirring 

frequently so they don’t go brown. 

Season with a little salt and 

pepper if you like. Scatter over 

the cooked pastry case. 

Combine the cream, milk, eggs 

and extra yolks in a bowl and mix 

together. Pour over the leek 

mixture. 

Bake for 30 minutes or until the 

filling is golden brown and set. 

Allow to cool for 15 minutes 

before serving. If you used a 

loose bottomed dish you can 

remove it from the tin and really 

impress your family. 

Narelle Arnold 

Leek and Feta Tart 
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Bagpiper’s Story 

I love this story. Lay down 

whatever is bothering you, 

breathe in the fresh air and listen 

to this story. Time is like a river. 

You cannot touch the water twice, 

because the flow that has passed 

will never pass again. Enjoy every 

moment of life. 

As a bagpiper, I play many gigs. 

Recently I was asked by a funeral 

director to play at a graveside 

service for a homeless man. He 

had no family or friends, so the 

service was to be at a pauper's 

cemetery in the back country. 

As I was not familiar with the 

backwoods, I got lost, and being a 

typical man, I didn't stop for 

directions. 

I finally arrived an hour late and 

saw the funeral guy had evidently 

gone, and the hearse was 

nowhere in sight. 

There were only the diggers and 

crew left and they were eating 

lunch; I felt badly and apologized 

to the men for being late. 

I went to the side of the grave, 

looked down and saw that the 

coffin was already in place. I 

didn't know what else to do, so I 

started to play. 

The workers put down their 

lunches and began to gather 

around. I played out my heart and 

soul for this man with no family 

and friends. I played like I've 

never played before for this 

homeless man. 

And as I played "Amazing Grace", 

the workers began to weep. They 

wept, I wept, we all wept together. 

When I finished, I packed up my 

bagpipes and started for my car. 

Though my head was hung low, 

my heart was full. 

As I opened the door to my car, I 

heard one of the workers say, "I 

have never seen anything like 

that before, and I've been putting 

in septic tanks for twenty years." 

Apparently, I'm still lost… it's a 

man thing.  From David Farrar 

People Images 

Continued over 



People Images 


